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FIGURE 10.16	 Data View Showing New Variable ClassYearRecode

In Data View, Figure 10.16 shows that you have created a new variable we called 
ClassYearRecode. As you can see, only 1s, 2s, and 3s are present.

To reverse score scale items, you go through the same process. When you reverse score 
items, you typically do so because some items in a scale were stated positively and some 
were stated negatively (refer to Chapter 5). If you have a 5-point response scale, where  
1 = strongly agree and 5 = strongly disagree, and you need to reverse score several of your 
scale items so that the scores reflect statements in the “same direction” (all stated posi-
tively, for example), you would reverse score those items. In our example, the changes 
would be as follows for those items: 5 = 1, 4 = 2, 3 = 3, 2 = 4, 1 = 5. Please note that we 
have 3 = 3; we do so to make sure people who have 3s appear in the new variable!


